
First Class Color: 
 
Welcome your students to Learning to Look, a new way of looking at and talking about works of art. Tell 
students that parents will be coming into the classroom 6x during the school year. Explain that this will 
be a somewhat different kind of art class from what they normally experience in the art room at school. 
Instead of creating art, we will be exploring paintings by famous artists together. We will also do fun 
hands-on activities that highlight ideas that we have learned in that class.  
 
An enjoyable way to emphasize this point for younger children is to present the book, Look Book by 
Tana Hoban and see how many of the images the students recognize (please find book in LTL closet)   
 
Emphasize that we are looking in class at reproductions (copies) that were made by taking photographs 
of the original paintings created by artists.  
 
This year in Learning to Look we will be learning a new language, the language of art. We will be learning 
about the basic Elements of Art: color, line, shape, texture, light and space that make up all works of art.  
 
Key questions to ask:  

• Where do you think original artwork hang?  
o In a museum  

• Do you think the copies are the same size as the original painting?  
o Sometimes the copies are larger and sometimes they are smaller than the original 

paintings 

• Can we touch the original paintings that are hanging in museums?  
o No. One good thing about posters is that we can touch them all we want. 

• What tools do you think an artist might use to create a picture? 
o Paint, canvas, paper, charcoal, brushes, pencils, palette, easel, etc.  

 
Introduction Activity:  
Eye Exercise:  

o Open your eyes wide, like owls 
o Shut them tight like mice 
o Look up to the ceiling, down to the floor, up to the ceiling down to the floor 
o Look to the right, look to the left, right, left 
o Close your eyes and place your fingertips on your eyelids. Relax 
o Open your eyes. You are now ready to look.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 1, Color:  
 
Color is EVERYWHERE? Everything in our environment – trees, oceans, sky, buildings and interiors – 
contain color. We each respond to color differently and these responses affect many of our daily 
decisions and choices.  
 
Key questions to ask students:  

• What is your favorite color?  

• How do you feel about drinking a greenish brown drink?  

• Could you sleep in a bright orange room  
 
Activity:  

• Please have the students look around the classroom and find everything blue.  
o Are all these blues the same color?  
o Can you name some of the different blues?  

▪ Answers include: sky blue, navy blue, dark blue, teal, powder blue, etc.  
 
Warm colors vs. Cool Colors:  
Some colors are warm and other colors are cool. This is based on what we see in nature or in our 
environment.  

• What feels warm in the world around you?  
o The sun, fire, hot sand 

▪ What colors do they contain? 

• Red, orange, yellow. These are warm colors.  

• What feels cool?  
o Pool, ice, winter, lake, rivers  

▪ What colors are they?  

• Blues, greens, purple. These are cool colors.  
 
Quiet vs. Loud Colors 

• What colors are quiet?  
o Pink, violet, pale blue (pale or pastel shades) 

• What colors are loud? 
o Strong, bright colors.  

 
Suggested Activity:  
Create flowers out of tissue papers – letting the children identify weather to make flowers that are 
warm or cool, or loud or quiet.  
 
Color and Emotion  
Colors can make us feel different things. Have you ever heard these expressions? 

• Angry enough to see red 

• Feeling blue  

• Green with envy 

• In a black mood  
 
 



Key questions: 

• What do you think is a happy color?  

• What do you think is a sad color?  
 

Color and Light:  
Scientists know that sunlight or white light contains the colors red, orange, yellow, green, blue and 
violet. This band of colors is called spectrum.  

• Have you ever seen a rainbow? 

• What do you see in a closet when you turn out the light?  
o Black. Black is the absence of light.  

• Have you ever noticed how color changes as light dims? 
o How does grass look on a sunny day?  
o How does grass look on a cloudy day?  

 
The Color Spectrum:  
All the colors of the spectrum can be made from a combination of only 3 colors: red, yellow and blue. 
We call these colors primary colors.  
 
Secondary colors are those which result from a combination of two primary colors. Show book Mix It Up 
by Herve Tullet. (example: Red & Blue make purple).  
 
Before artists could buy all color paints, artists would make their own colors by blending the three 
primary colors.  
 
The Color Wheel:  
Let’s learn something else about color. Show students a color wheel.  

• Can you find red?  

• What color is opposite red?  
o Green  

▪ Colors that are directly opposite one another on the color wheel are known as 
complementary colors.  

 
Color Symbolism:  
Colors have been used for many years as symbols in many cultures and continue today. For example, the 
color purple is often associated with royalty (kings and queens, ie. Rapunzel, Sofia the First). Or how 
about Sports Teams? Or traffic lights? Or flags?  
 



 
LOOKING AT COLOR IN A WORK OF ART:  

A. Land the Village 
a. Marc Chagall – French, born in Russia. Painted 1911  



b. Medium – oil on canvas  
B. Dialogue Suggestions: 

a. Reveal the poster above and explain that Marc Chagall is remembering his life in a small 
village in Rusia. He panted this picture when he was 24 years old and living in Paris, 
away from his childhood home.  

i. What color do you first se in this picture 
1. Most people say red 
2. Why is it brighter? Stop signs and red lights are red because it is actualy 

the easiest color for our eyes to se.  
ii. Does the artist use many colors or a few 

1. Many colors 
iii. Can you find the primary colors?  
iv. Can you find the secondary colors?  
v. Do you notice something unusual about the face of the man on the right?  

1. It’s gren. His lips are white. His iris is white and the white of the eye is 
bluye.  

vi. What do you think of when I say the word green?  
1. The man has gren skin.  

vii. Chagall liked to see the world in an imaginative way. He loved colors and used 
them to express his feelings and make associations. Chagal is painting a fantasy 
or dreamlike version of his hometown . 

viii. What are the two most important colors in this painting? Red & green. They are 
complimentary colors (show color wheel) 

ix. Can you point out al the places you find red next to green?  
1. The Man’s face against the red background 
2. The red flower against the green leaves in the miniature tree the man 

holds 
3. The red house in the middle of two green houses 
4. The brim of the man’s cap.  

x. Are the colors bright or pale (warm or cool)? Warm colors appear to come 
forward while cool colors recede (go back)  

xi. Can you find al the red? 
xii. What time of day do you think it is?  Nighttime. The sky behind the village is 

black; 
xiii. What mood does the painting create? Magical, dreamlike, happy, mysterious 
xiv. Chagall has used bright, bold, complementary colors in a non-realistic way to 

help create his imaginary, dream-like vision of his beloved hometown.  
 

 
Suggested Art Activity: 
 
Make Warm and cool color tissue paper flowers.  
 
Have students create (2) flowers one made up of col pieces of tissue paper for the petals and 
one made up of warm pieces. Hand each student a piece of white piper and (6) small squares of 
colored tissue paper (red, yellow, orange, blue, green, purple). Have them draw (2) stems for 
the flowers with crayons or markers and then glue down the scrunched up tissue paper to 
create a warm flower and a col flower. Have the students label their flowers as warm and cool. 



 
Materials: Paper, tissue paper, markers, crayons, glue sticks (optional: pipe cleaners)  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


